

The Great Gatsby: Chapter One Discussion Questions

1. Identify the narrator of the story.  How does first person narration affect the way we read the story?
Nick Carraway is the narrator of the story. He is a WWI veteran who has moved to Long Island from the mid-west. His family is of an upper-middle class background and he is highly educated (p. 1). He graduated from Yale University before the war and belonged to a senior society with Tom, who is now married to Nick’s cousin, Daisy. Nick claims to “reserve judgment” on people (p. 2), but since this story is told in the first person, the reader can only know the other characters based on Nick’s judgments. It may be that Nick is not very honest with himself. 

2. In several places in Chapter One, Tom Buchanan theorizes on what is “wrong with the world.”  Summarize his opinion.

Tom Buchanan believes that “civilization is falling to pieces” based on the rise of the “inferior races” (p. 12). He is basically a racist who has scapegoated non-white people for his own feelings of “uselessness” and “inadequacy” (p. 10). He is very rich, but always feels threatened. He is also a bully who says that the “Rise of the Colored Empire” is going to destroy civilization (p. 13).


